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The History and Prehistory
of Landscapes in England

‘ Oliver Rackham

The island of Britain is three countries — England, Wales,
and Scotland — each of which has its own types of
landscape.

England, like Japan, is a land of ancient settled civilization. It
has relatively small areas of mountain and forest; with a
history of dense population, most of the area has been
farmland for at least 2000 years. The crops are all dry-land
plants, so irrigated terraces are unknown. Until recently
nearly all farms had animals (cattle, sheep, pigs, horses) as
well as crops. Fields are surrounded by hedges and dry-
stone walls. Woodland forms islands surrounded by
farmland.

The infrastructure of English landscapes has grown up
over centuries, and has accumulated features from many
periods up to 3000 years ago. Some of these are still in
use; others have gone out of use and are preserved in land
that was formerly cultivated. For example the ridge-and-
furrow created by medieval ploughing — analogous to rice
terraces — still covers large areas that are now grassland or
woodland.

Landscapes have to be studied individually. There is no
single ‘traditional’ landscape that was stable for centuries
until the coming of mechanized farming. In some parts of
England the landscape of 200 years ago was very different
from the landscape of 400 years ago, but in others it was
almost the same. ‘Some traditional’ landscapes are
themselves the result of earlier periods of agricultural
intensification.

As many kinds of information as possible should be
combined in the study of landscape history. In England
these include:

(1) Pollen analysis, especially useful for the prehistoric
period;

(2) Written records (available from about 1300 years ago),
maps (from 430 years ago), place-names, pictures, early air
photographs;

(3) Archaeology, both standing features (banks, ditches,
walls, ridge-and-furrow) and features visible only in air
photographs;

(4) Off-site archaeology, such as the materials of early
standing buildings;

(5) The distribution of
plant species, especially
those characteristic of
ancient or recent woods
and hedges;

(6) Ancient trees,
especially pollards and
coppice stools, which give
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evidence of management history and can be dated from
their annual rings.

In the third quarter of the twentieth century many historic
landscape features were destroyed by modern farming and
forestry. This is no longer so: modern forestry is in retreat
and agriculture is on the verge of decline. Historic
landscapes are now much better understood, protected;
they can be restored and even copied. The remaining
threats are from development in the south-eastern third of
England, and from disuse in the remainder; and also from
introduced tree diseases and from excessive numbers of
deer.

The study of landscape history has been uneven. | would
expect future research to extend it into parts of England as
yet little known, and into Wales, Scotland, and Ireland. Even
the best-known parts are still not fully understood: the
origins of roads, ponds, and heaths can often not be dated
even within several centuries. Major discoveries have
recently been made even within 15 km of Cambridge. There
is still a wide gap of understanding between the medieval
infrastructure of 1000 years ago, of which many components
are still extant, and the prehistoric world revealed by
excavation and survey archaeology.
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Status of Satoyama Studies
in the Philippines

‘ Inocencio E. Buot, Jr.

Attention has never been stressed in the study of
satoyama, a working landscape rich in natural and cultural
history in the Philippines, as has been done in Japan or in
England. Several fragmented studies had been conducted
emphasizing the landscape fragments of concern, frequently
the agricultural patches. Even the world famous rice terraces
of the country inscribed in the UNESCO World Cultural
Heritage Sites has not been investigated that much. Hence
when problems crop up, solutions seem to be remote as
there had been no predictive studies, results of which could
have served as warnings triggering the quest for the
appropriate answers.

Very recently, we set the pace of the satoyama studies in
the Philippines by first looking into the floristics of the
landscape in the three island groups of the country: Luzon,
Visayas and Mindanao, in the north, central and southern
part of the island archipelago, respectively. Three distinct
types were found: 1) satoyama associated with rice farms
dominating the northern Luzon region, 2) satoyama
associated with rice and other crops in southern Luzon and
Visayas, and 3) satoyama associated with corn and other
crops in Visayas and Mindanao. Preliminary results indicate
the indigenous wisdom of the ancestors in domesticating the
right crop that would survive and sustain life considering a
particular topographic and climatic condition in the country.

We also envision to study the distribution of the distinct
flora and vegetation patches with respect to the distance
from anthropogenic settlements and activities and the
dynamics of the overall landscape. With these, we hope to
gain better insights on how to manage the satoyama working
landscape which is beset with so many problems these days.
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