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N Supporting Activities for Women Researchers at

Forestry and Forest Products Research Institute, Japan
Tsukuba, Ibaraki 305-8687 N

B Current Status of Women Researchers in Japan Necessity of promoting gender equality

30 . L 0 20 40 60
22 Japan is ranked 7" out of 177 countries in the Human Latvia
20 15 Development Index (HDI), but is ranked 42" out of 75 Lithuania
10 I I S 8 7 ¢ 5T 5§ countries in the Gender Empowerment Measure (GEM) Russia
0 IElEE= = 43 50 Although Japan has achieved considerable success in the Spain
@ > T © X € £ > > -m : ‘ l degree of human development and standards of living in USA
M0 s 552588 ¥ETT gl eneral, women still do not have sufficient opportunities to ity
5 E = 2 2 5 5 5 - 8 g general, ) o o PP A France
-20 g c & z 2 o 8 participate to their full capacity in political and economic UK
-30 activities. Germany
40 The ratio of women researchers is also quite low Korea
50 compared to other developed countries. Japan

HDI rank minus GEM rank (Gender Equality Bureau, Cabinet Office Government of Japan) Ratio of women researchers (%)

B Current Situation of Scientists at FFPR|  Difficulty of building career for women scientists

0,
100 (Z/tg 2 300 g ,
" Men | £os0 | Men e s v
N B Wzr:nen R Women g 200 | — Wormen | <5 ]
10 c 10 | .
50 — —1 —1 —1 — 8 Women scientists engaged in N
" 5 2 100 | 1 ; field investigations
Ratio of women € Ratio of women 5 £
50 (- Tauoorwemen | 7
25 300 —18%— 5% —10%| 2 16% 2.9% 1.6%
B B B 07230 31~35 36~40 41~ 0 : - i :
. A S X N
0 Ages of early retirement of FFPRI scientists (1992-) ‘(\}\e" \g@%\@o\o
oS Qe ¥

S e b ) o
5\0@ @03“ ‘(\Q\O‘*e \.g{\\ Early retirement & Promotion difficulty
P‘Q 5 S -In the past, many women researchers seemed to have given up their job in their 30s. At present, the
i proportion of women research staff at FFPRI is steady at about 10% of the overall research staff (or 49 out of . . . .
tlr::(:,lfmgrf‘ :fti(c:zrgfllt:TF;TE]ewl employed has 470 persons); approximately 60% of these women are in their 30s and are likely to be involved in childbirth Not havmg,enou,gh time to sPend with fam"y'
o Y employ and childcare as of 1st April 2009. The higher official positions, the lower the ratio of women. - Frequent business trips for field work, and ’
decreased to 5 % in the last three years. - Transferred to several branches without other family members.

Location of FFPRI branches

B Project of “We Support Women Scientists with Family Responsibilities!”  Improvement of work life-system

Funded by Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology
Support program for woman scientists to promote Science and Technology

Contents
Number of researchers who use support . i i
service in FFPRI (2007-) a) Installing Flexible working system
S “ - -Install flexible working system to make b) Support of child and nursing care
office hours shorter, and to make time for  -Estaplish a day-care center at FFPRI
Child  Eld Child  Eld: . . 0w .
S| [ dealing with family issue. ~ -Install support system for business
RPN [ . 0 -Orggnlze regulations for taking maternity, trlps e?nd emergency situations ‘
lending DuIsing leave ) ) ) -Distribute information on local child
FE— g g 5 D | G -Establish cor}sultmg service to organize  and nursing care agency, etc.
assisart work and family. - Lend PC/software, and provide grants
to hire research assistants.
: = My working style
The supporting - . . has changed more
service gives full . c) Establishment of IT environment e i
benefit to ! 4 i limited office hour
scientists taking \ Construct video conference system 1 p since | started taking
child care leave. e (between HQ and branches) 4 part in childcare.

-Construct WEB meeting system

(between work place and horme) d) Gender education for next generations

-Educate all employees on gender-equality
(Survey of current problems, training, and
The WEB meeting system enabled organizing seminar and symposium)

T GEHE D MBI -Conduct campaigns for hiring more women
scientists

TV conference system - Place high priority on hiring women
HQ <> branches scientists who have not been able to work
Web Meeting system because of family-related issues. Gender equality symposium in 2008
Office € ->home
Expected ratio of women scientists in FFPRI by 2020
W Mission Statement =
- Installing flexible work hours system za — 00N
- Building flexible support system of child and nursing care ™ 13 %““
- Building net-working system between Headquarters and entire branches, laboratory and home 19 ';-f__-rm_.-m; e e e
- Increasing the ratio of women scientists to 30 % et o g s o MmNy r e of s
- Making early retiree ZERO == R T b el
i s 1 W L ey (S I

‘ @ Inquiry: Gender Equality Office FEPRI " E-mail: geneq@fipritafitc.go.p’ http://encritpri.affre.golyp/en/index.hitml
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Survey of Supporting Activities for Women Researchers in Forest Sciences

Please note:

)

2)

All responses will be treated as confidential.

We understand that situations can vary within the same workplace. Please describe the general
tendency at your workplaces.

Please provide actual data if possible. If not, an approximation is also acceptable.

For the purpose of this survey, data on a department/faculty/school related to forest sciences is
especially desired.

If there are any special situations that you would like to introduce, please provide a description in the
comment boxes.

For questions or further assistance, please contact us by e-mail at gender_survey@ffpri.affrc.go.jp

General information about your workplace

Organization Name:

Address:

Tel: | Fax:

Homepage URL:

Number and percentage of scientists* in your workplace

men (number of people) | women (number of people)

(%) (%)

*Who is included under the category of “scientists”? Please specify:

What is the current situation regarding the followings? Please check as appropriate.
*”Local area” refers to that of your workplace. “At home” refers to the average household in the
local area.

2)-1 Is there a sufficient number of daycare centers/kindergartens with satisfactory service and facilities
in the local area*?

1. Excellent | 2. Very good 3. Good 4. Fair 5. Poor 6. None
(over 80%) (60-79%) (49-59%) (20-39%) (below 19%) (0%)
Comments:

2)-2 Who is most responsible for child/elder care at home*?

1. Mother 2. Father 3. Other family members | 4.Other
(e.g. grandparents) (e.g. babysitters)

Comments:

2)-3 In the case of a married couple, who is responsible for the housework at home*?

1. Mostly the | 2. Usually the | 3. Equal 4. Usually the | 5. Mostly the 6. Other
wife Wife husband husband
Comments:
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3)

4)

What is the current situation regarding the following at your workplace? Please check as appropriate.

3)-1 Are there permanent career positions for newly employed women researchers?

1. Majority 2. Many 3. About a half 4. Not very many | 5. None
(over 80%) (60-79%) (40-59%) (below 39%) (0%)
Comments:

3)-2 Does your workplace take any affirmative action for women researchers in the following areas?

1. yes

2.1no

3. uncertain

a. recruitment

b. employment

c. evaluation

d. promotion

€. remuneration

Comments:

3)-3 How much understanding and support do colleagues and supervisors provide to researchers with
family responsibilities?

1. Very much 2. Much 3. Medium 4. Not so much 5. None
(over 80%) (60-79%) (40-59%) (below 39%) (0%)
Comments:

3)-4 Among the currently working women researchers, are there any who are continuing their
research/work after childbirth and during child rearing?

1. Majority 2. Many 3. About a half 4. Not so many 5. None
(over 80%) (60-79%) (40-59%) (below 39%) (0%)
Comments:

Does your workplace have any systems, such as those listed below, to help women researchers

continue their research/work? In your opinion, how effective are these systems?

Have? How effective?
l.yes | 2.no 1. 2. 3. 4. only 5. not at
very moderately | somewhat slightly | all

a. maternity/parental leave

b. flexible working hours/free

time system

c. on-site nursery room and

lactation room

d. telecommuting

e. allowing women researchers to

bring their children to the office

f. financial aid for childcare (e.g.

daycare or babysitter costs)

g. giving consideration for

dual-career couples’ transfer or
employment

h. mentor/counseling service

i. other (please
specify:

)

comments:
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5) If your workplace has any of the leave systems listed below, please provide detailed information.

length of leave paid?
(please specify) 1. yes 2.no
a. maternity
b. paternity
c. childcare
d. nursing
comments:

6) Please write any comments/opinions below.
If you are able to provide information about the following topics, it would be very much appreciated.
- The person who is responsible for child/elder care during business trips or field investigations.
- An outline of your country’s government policies, measures, or systems to support women researchers,

especially if you think they are unique and useful initiatives.

Thank you so much for your cooperation.

When you complete the survey, please e-mail it back to gender_survey@ffpri.affrc.go.jp
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