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Preface

Forests have a great influence on the welfare and development of human society. In the Least
Developed Countries the linkage between forests and the people is more intense due to high
dependence of the rural population for their daily subsistence. At the same time world forest
ecosystems have become fragile and forest sector development faces some challenges due to changing
global technology, climate, demand for energy and water, and others. Within this context we need a
better and deeper understanding of all aspects of forestry and the knowledge of local, regional and
global scale of importance.

Forestry research during the past century has been focusing on the basic disciplines of silviculture,
forest product utilization, wood technology, entomology, pathology, mensuration and soil science, etc.
Though all these are of immense relevance to the development of forestry science, today the additional
focuses have to include research that could generate benefits for the poor as well as ensure sustainable
development, leading to meet the Millennium Development Goals.

The objective of forestry research today should pinpoint on high quality research that improves the
well-being of forest-dependent people, and ensures the health of the forests. The issue “to separate
facts from fiction" is also an agenda of foresti'y research. Among other topics, Forests and Livelihoods,
Environmental Services and Sustainable Use of Forests are today focuses for forestry research.

This is the fourth time that the International Workshop on Forest Research in Cambodia convened in
Phnom Penh. We started an internal seminar among research staff only at Forestry Administration
meeting room in 2003. In 2004, we organized the seminar as an international workshop. Since 2004,
the International Workshop has convened every year. Valuable research results were presented by
many Japanese and Cambodian researchers, and most of presentations were co-research results of

Cambodia and Japan. Many Cambodian researchers, staff of Forestry Administration and university
students participated in the International Workshop, and they discussed important issues of
Cambodian forests and forestry. ‘

I would like to conclude my words by taking advantage of this opportunity to express my sincere
appreciation and gratitude to Japan and other donors for their valuable contribution to the Cambodia's
forestry. I would also like to acknowledge and highly appreciate the friendly and good cooperation
between the Forestry and Forest Products Research Institute of Japan and the Forestry and Wildlife
Research Institute of Cambodia’s Forestry Administration, especially to Dr. Haruo Sawada and other
colleagues. I do sincerely hope that outcomes from the project will make an effective contribution for
sustainable forest development in Cambodia.

Ty Sokhun
Head
Forestry Administration
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