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Preface

The Mekong River flows from the Tibetan plateau, through Laos, Myanmar, Cambodia, and
Vietnam, and into the South China Sea. The appropriate distribution of the water resources of this
international river is critical for sustainable development in this region. A large proportion of the Mekong
basin is forested, and the forest is believed to have a marked effect on the water cycle. However, few
hydrological observations have been conducted in forested areas of the Mekong River basin.

In these ten years research periods, the situation of surrounding forests in this region is changing
a lot, and we need to deal with various problems, such as the several types of forest environment change by
global warming, maldistribution of water resources in connection with climate change, evaluation of role of
the forest in these situations. Therefore, we set up the experimental watersheds of deciduous forests which
have occupied maximum area in Cambodia adding to the evergreen forests, and have advanced researches
for two main forest types in this region. Consequently, we have studied many subjects in deciduous forests
that are as important as evergreen forests in the CWCM project.

The Workshop started in 2004 aiming to release the results of research to society widely from the
beginning of the collaborative research project between Cambodia and Japan, and considering it as a part of
solutions of all kinds of problems through the friendship with people of different fields. The tropical
seasonal forests in flat lands are now very precious in the Indochinese Peninsula, because there are hardly
remaining forests except for this region. In Cambodian evergreen forests, we have gained many kinds of
information about vegetation composition, soil characteristic, water balance, evapotranspiration, forest
climate, etc. Consequently, we have realized the importance of the forest from multilateral viewpoints on
environment, timber resource, water resources, etc. In addition to this, for comprehensive understandings of
energy, water, and carbon dioxide cycling in forests of Mekong River Basin, it is important to gain the data
of deciduous forest and compare the observed results at two forest sites in Cambodia.

This is the 9th workshop holdings once a year. Two years ago, there were the severe flood
disasters in the south part of Indochina Peninsula. And also, the severe typhoon attacked Philippines this
year. Some persons pointed out that the global warming might be an important factor and the disorderly
deforestation might be set to one of the causes of the flood. What is significant in this argument is that we
should interpret on the basis of the exact integrated continuous observation data using the stable
experimental watershed. Investigating the cause of the disaster by analyzing this kind of data contributes to
suitable and sustainable forestry management and sustainable development greatly.

There would be no greater pleasure than if, better forest management or an improvement of a life
environment were promoted by profound understanding about forest through this workshop. | deeply
appreciate many efforts of Cambodian Forest Administration staff.

SHIMIZU Akira: Conference Secretariat
Industry-University-Government Coordinator

in Kyushu Research Centre

Forestry and Forest Products Research Institute, Japan
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