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ENVIRONMENTAL FOREST SCIENCE
FOR SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT
—Appeal from the 1998 ITUFRO Kyoto Conference—

Environmental Forest Science

The international experts in the forest sciences
hope to encourage coordinated research within the
new field of Environmental Forest Science (EFS).
EFS can play a4 pivotal role in helping to establish
environment-friendly and sustainable development
for our human communities in forcsted areas.

The first international conference on EFS was
jointly organized by Division 8 "Forest Environ-
ment” of the International Union of Forestry Re-
search Organizations (IUFRO) and Kyoto University
on 19-23 October 1998, in Kyoto. Japan. Participants
attended from 28 countrics including representatives
of the Food and Agriculture Organization of the
United Nations (FAQ), United Nations Educational.
Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO), the
Science Council of Japan, the Japanese Forestry So-
ciety, the Japan Society of Erosion Control Engineer-
ing. the Japan Landslide Society, the Japan Forest
Engineering Society, the International Research As-
sociation “*INTERPRAEVENT", IUFRO-Japan.

The conference successfully demonstrated the
multi- and interdisciplinary nature of EFS. Key
components of EFS (forest ecosystems, forest hydrol-
ogy. natural disaslers in mountains, wildlife and bio-
diversity, forest and climate, and [orest effects) were

highlighted because of the important impacts they

6

EFS is still in its
initial development. but it is clear that this field has

have on today's modern society.

huge potential for helping to identify and soive prob-
lems related to modern development within our
world's forested regions.

Appeal for Cooperation

As a result of the IUFRO Kyoto conference, partic-
ipants from the Environment Forest Science commu-
nity agreed to release the following appeal to all
interested parties around the world.

(1)
recognized and enhanced. Accomplishments, most

The achievements of the EFS nced io be

visible at the local scale include, alleviation of floods,
reduction of natural hazards, and the development of
simultaneously more profitable and more environ-
ment-friendly forest practices.

(2)
makers and

All concerned (the general public, policy-

national and international funding
agencies) need to be educaled in the important
aspects of EFS. These include, implementing sustain-
able development, protecting the natural environ-
ment, and mitigating natural and human-induced
hazards.

3)

community of the world.

EFS needs better recognition from the donor
Increase support of EFS
will better utilize the existing national and interna-

tional expertise in this new field of forest science.
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