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Charcoal Production Structure in Kyushu (I)

Survey of charcoal and Shiitake production in
PaS

Inbi, Honjo-mura, Amabe-gun, Oita Prefecture

Mamoru Hosor

(Résumé)

In this paper, the writer reports on the fact findings of Inbi-buraku, Honjo-mura
Minami-amabe gun, Oita Prefecture, where charcoal and ‘‘Shiitake’’ (Cortinellus edodes Berk)
are comparatively much produced, and on the study on the relationship between these
products.

This community is a big village which covers the western half of Honjo-mura and
locates 13 km from Saeki City in northwest and the climate is mild and rainy.

The forest in this district covers about 95 per cent (7,779 ha) of the total land, of which
77 per cent is broadleaf forest and bed logs for ‘‘Shiitake’’ cultivation are harvested from
this forest at the rate of 5~10 per cent. Since the paddy field is only 50 #e and the crop
land 50 ha, the inhabitants composing 490 families are not sufficiently supplied with staple
food. Charcoal is the principal forest product in this district for many years and in 1957,
its production reached 140,000 bales and the ‘‘Shiitake’” cultivation is also active and the
recent production is estimated at 10,000 kan a year. Of the charcoal production in 1958,
81% was produced by 151 producers who are not forest owners and most forest owners are
working for ‘‘Shiitake’ cultivation, particularly when the charcoal demand is in depression
as today, they suspend its production and direct their more efort to the ‘‘Shiitake’’ produc-
tion availing themselves of their labor. While in pre-war years, the exclusive producers
were working for such cultivation, in post-war years, charcoal producers with the new and
advanced skill are mostly engaging in the ‘‘Shiitake’’ cultivation along with charcoal produc-
tion and they have gained profits. Since then, forest owners, having an eye to the. profita-
bility of the ‘‘Shiitake’’ cultivation, started the cultivation and the price of logs has risen
and those with less capital are facing difficulty in production.

In such area where higher percentage of logs suitable for ‘‘Shiitake’’ production is found
than that of logs for charcoal and firewood, but ‘‘Shiitake’’ cultivation is not so much com-
mon, despite that the production of both charcoal and ‘‘Shiitake’” at the same time brings
about various problems and needs some capital, it is considered to be more intensive and
favorable way of production.



