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Macroscopic characters of the “Amimoku streaks”

e _ Wt FmE | 100cm? TkiF
ﬁt;?ﬁ;ﬂ £ & = KT%E 6N%bﬁf§k &l R
es . ngle o umber ‘o
materials Length Width inclination streaks per Colour
cm mm ) 100cm?
A 2.0 ~ 9.0 0.3 ~ 0.6 10 ~ 35 2 ~ 5 A ¥ R
(4.0) Indistinct
B 3.0 ~ 11.0 0.2 ~ 0.5 25 ~ 45 2 ~ 7 ”
(4.9) ”
C 1.0 ~ 4.5 0.3 ~ 0.5 15§ ~ 45 19 ~ 28 3]
(2.4) Distinct
D 1.5 ~ 5.0 0.3 ~ 0.4 15 ~ 30 1 ~ 4 B R
(27.0) (2.6) Indistinct

( ) : 4B’ @ Unusual cases.

ZORPHLEEIh D A2 ThiE, 2&DX5ThD,

HMORICEVTIZAL B, CRIVDO2{EOKEZRLTV%, LirL, DizbTH» 24T
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DHFRD IS HPITHANIREDHERBET » THRPhTL %, ZORIEOERD BRI O W T BEBENTEE
DEITFR L.
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Anatomical Studies on the ‘“‘Amimoku’’ of the Seraya Plywoods.

Yaichi Kosavasur and Toyonobu Sucawa

(Résumé)

On the tangential surface of the wood of Bornean Seraya, special type of defects variously
called “Amimoku”, “Tori-no-ashi or “Peke-peke” in the Japanese veneer industry, and called
“Hen scratch” in the American market, is often observed.

Macroscopic and anatomical characteristics of this defect are as follows :

1. “Amimoku” is named for a figure of irregular dssemblage of dark brown streaks which
are mostly running diagonally on the tangential surface of the wood (Fig. 1). Although
“Amimoku” is conspicuous on the tangential surface, it is hardly visible to the naked eye on
cross and radial surfaces.

2. Macroscopic characteristics of the streaks constituting “Amimoku” are as shown in Table 1
The true length of streaks is apparently much longer than the figure given in the table, because
the value in the table is obtained from the superficial observation on the tangential surface alone.

3. Microscopic structure of these abnormal tissues is shown in Figs. 3~6. They are apparent-
ly a kind of traumatic tissue composed of numerous amorphous parenchyma cells, and have much
resemblance to very narrow pith flecks, although no semicircular or crescent fleck is observed
on the cross surface as is the case with pith flecks. Moreover, most of these traumatic tissues
contain other somewhat deformed xylem elements than traumatic parenchyma cells as shown in
Fig. 8.

4. From the above, the following considerations are introduced :

- (1) Each streak composing “Amimoku” is a pith fleck of very small diameter, and the origin
of the former is presumed to be the same as the latter.

(2) Several species of Agromyza in Agromyzidae have been reported to be the insect causing
pith flecks, The fact that the streaks of “Amimoku” are always very narrow, and that their
direction is almost always diagonal, indicates some differences between “Amimoku streaks”
and ordinary pith flecks, and accordingly, the causal insect of the former is likely to be of
some another unkown species.

(8) Diagnostic value of ordinary pith flecks in identifying wood has been mentioned by many
investigators. As for “Amimoku”, it is often believed to be available for distinguishing Bornean
wood, especially North Bornean, from resembling Philippine wood in Japanese veneer mills,
because it is very likely to appear exclusively in the former. More data should be accumulated,

however, before such a belief be confirmed scientifically.
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The irregularly shaped tissue of “Amimoku
streak” in the radial section. ca. X 70

The irregularly shaped tissue of “Amimoku
streak” in the tangential section, ca. X 25
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