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Hayao Horreucnur, Toshikazu Numase: Notes on Type of Farming‘
in the Sea-fog District of Ohta Village.
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Résumé

Ohta-mura is an isolated village on the Pacific coast in the sub-prefact}lre
of Kushiro, Hokkaido. It is in the centre of the sea-fog area in Northern
Japan.

The village was established in 1890 by a group of 440 settler families from
Japan proper.

Each family started off with 12.4 acres in an attempt to build up crop
farms. Results were unfavorable due to the fog and intensely cold climate. As
a result the type of farming underwent a change which led to the present dairy
farming. "

1890 to 1900 : Crop farming.
1900 to 1920: Cattle and horse breeding.
1921 to the present: Dairy farming.

The number of families have decreased to one fourth of the original and at
the same time the acreage per family has increased to an average of 86.5 acres,
without, however, showing any increase in the output of crops.

It is suggested that to promote crop farming in this area the following
improvements would be necessary.

a. To establish sea fog damage prevention forests.
b. To increase soil fertility.
c. To improve pastures.





