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Résumé

In the latter part of June 1953 the ‘‘Bai-u’’ front line brought a heavy
rain amounting to more than 600 mm in 4 days from 25th to 29th. Under this
extraordinary rainfall Moji city was attacked severely by mud and debris flows
due to landslides occured in the mountain range located closely behind the city.
The damage the city suffered was really great. Nearly all streams passing
across the belt-like main street caused flood inundation. Many houses were
crashed, washed away and burried, and a number of lives were lost.

The reasons of this record-breaking calamity would be summarized as
follows:

i. Rainfall unusual in amount as well as in intensity......uncontrollable
factor.

ii. Rapid and anti-natural development of the city resulting in the disappea-

rance of flood retarding basins and reduction of river cross sections.

iii. Deterioration of forest condition on the slope of the mountain.

The second and third reasons are clearly understood by our field investi-
gation and reading of the historical references of this district. It is true that
after the flood all people of Moji city recognized the importance of forest as a
mitigator of the natural disasterous energy. Therefore, in the restoration
planning of the flood damage the forest improvement program should be taken
into consideration in the first place.



