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Keizo HARA and Osamu HIRAMATSU: On the Effect of the Range and
the Coppice at the Ncational Forest on the Economy of a Mountain Forest,

Résumé

Economy of a mountain village depends upon forest, and in case of the
village which is partly covered by the nationcl forest, it is affected differently
by the kind of management of the national forest.

This report deals with the effect of the range and the coppice at the na-
tional forest on the economy of a mountain village.

We studied this problem at Miyakozi village, Tamura-gun, Fukushima
prefecture, '

This village has been famous as a horse preducing center since former
times and is also a charcoal producing district now. At present, some people in
the village wish to be supplied with a large quantity of charcoal raw material,
while others a vast range to breed horses in the national ferest.

Results obtained by comparing the range with the coppice in connection
with the mountain village economy follow:

The coppice outstrips by far the range in point of the net acount produced
per unit area and the income of farmers. It is namely more profitable in the
national economy as well as in the welfare of farmer and seems to be so in
the future. And then in charcoal manifacturing, a farmer need smaller capital
which will return to himself coniparatively fast and can utilize his labour more
usefully in the farmers’ leisure season.

In acient times, there was a very vast range in this district arnd many
horses were produced yearly. Farmers manifactured a small quantity of char-
coal for domestic consumption only, because bad transport facilities and other
conditions in the village prevented them from the manifacturing charcoal for
sale, which has later become profitable as stated abave through improvement
of transport facilities.

Therefore at present, it seems better that farmers abandon horse breeding,
But animal labour and barnyard manure are necessary for farm management,
although the horse producing generally has not o very close connection with
farm management,

It is a general tendency recently in horse prcducing districts of north-
eastern Japan, that farmers keep cows in the barn instead of horses in the
range, 2s the former is cheaper in the cost of feed, easier in keeping, higher in
the price of meat than the latter. So it seems better that in the village also
farmers abandon horse breeding, secura animal labour and barnyard manure by
keeping a cow in the barn, while look forward to increased supplies in charcoal
raw material by curtailing the range area and turning it into coppice forest,
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