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Masahiro Hyopno: On the Distribution of Fuel and Charcoal Wood
in the Shikoku District. ( | ) Kochi Prefecture

Résumé

We studied the distribution of fuel and charcoal woods in Kochi Prefecture,
and have compiled here attached studies to facilitate convenient reference.

Data concerning National Forests are based on ‘‘Forest Investigation Book,
and those of Private and Communal Forests, on “Forest Fundamental Program’’.

The results of the study are as follows:

1. The area of charcoal and firewood forests in Kochi Prefecture occupies
146,000 acres of the National Forests, and 697,000 acres of the Private and
Communal Forests, giving a total of 843,000 acres, which is equal to 48% of
the prefecture’s entire area. The area of the National Forests is only 17% of
that Private and Communal Forests. All fuel and charcoal wood is produced
from charcoal and firewood forests at the Private and Communal Forests; but
at the National Forests a big proportion of such woods is from timber forests.
Only 7.4% is from coppice stands.

2. The National Forest stand volume is 143,435,000 cu/ft ; that of the Private
and Communal Forests, 381,596,000 cu/ft. Of the total 525,031,000 cu/ft. the
volume of the Private and Communal Forests occupies 73% of the whole.

3. The table below shows the two categories of forests, and gives the
respective volumes of fuel and charcoal woods each has against the whole
volume. As the table reveale, the ratio of fuel and charcoal wood volume to
the total in the Private and Communal Forests is twice as large as that of the
National Forests.

Volume (1000 cu/ft)

Ownership - ‘ -
Total Fuelwood %
National l 632,925 143,435 o=
Private and Communal 791,812 | 381,596 48

Total | 1,424,737 | 525,031 } 37

The total volume of the Private and Communal Forests is equal to 125%
of the National Forests’. Here the total volume of the National Forests is
based on the statistics provided by Kochi Regional Forestry Office in 1954.

4, Volume per acre. The National Forests have many in the aged class,
while the Private and Communal Forests have a big proportion in the younger
class. Volume per acre of the National Forests is 980 cu/ft, and that of the
Private and Communal Forest 547 cu/ft. For the entire prefecture the volume
is 622 cu/ft.

5. Research on area and volume of Private and Communal Forests shows
that those of less than fifteen years, which are not suitable for cutting, occupy
66.19% of the entire area. Their volume is only 33.10%. The remaining 66.90
9% (255,353,000 cu/ft) is suitable for cutting.



