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Use of artificial roosts by Ussuri tube-nosed bats Murina ussuriensis

Shigeru MATSUOKAY”

Abstract

Day roost sites of the Ussuri tube-nosed bat, Murina ussuriensis, vary widely in structure and can
include tree cavities, under bark, foliage of dead leaves, leaf litter, and caves. Roosting in the foliage of
dead leaves is common in the autumn, but | found this type of roost in June of 2006 when fewer dead
leaves were on the trees. From spring to summer of 2007, | provided artificial roost sites, which were made
of textiles for rainwear, leaves of Petasites japonicus, or leaves of Magnolia obovata, in a broad-leaved
forest in Sapporo, Hokkaido, Japan. The bats occupied some of these roost sites from early June to early
August. Establishing artificial roosts in spring appears to be an effective method for providing Ussuri tube-
nosed bats with usable day roost sites in the spring and the summer.
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Three types of artificial roosts that were provided
for Ussuri tube—nosed bats: G, textile; P, Petasites
japonicus; M, Magnolia obovata.
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Use of artificial roost sites by Ussuri tube-nosed bats. The type of roost (G, textile; P, Petasites japonicus; M, Magnolia
obovata) and site number are listed along the y-axis. The “0” indicates that the roost was set in early June, and “n” does in

early July.
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Ussuri tube-nosed bats roosting in dead leaves of
Petasites japonicus (photos taken from below the
roosts). A) solitary roost (showing silver wing-band
within the circle); B) communal roost.
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Lengths of artificial Petasites japonicus roosts that were
used or not used by Ussuri tube-nosed bats.
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